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Irritrol Announces the Release of New PC Control System

Irritrol today announced that the new PC Control System will be available in August 2006. The PC Control is a new irrigation controller that allows homeowners to program their irrigation schedules from a personal computer. This 3-part PC-based system includes a 12-station controller, 2-way wireless handheld remote and the Windows-based software package on a disk.
The company has also launched a Web site to provide information about the new system at www.irritrol.com/pccontrol.
The PC Control system allows users to schedule automatic irrigation programs, check the system’s real-time status and issue manual commands using a computer and wireless technology. 
“This breakthrough for both contractors and homeowners provides increased convenience,” said Keith Shepersky, Irritrol’s senior product manager for controllers. “The system is designed to provide excellent customer service while reducing contractor call backs or un-billable time.”

During installation, the contractor installs the controller in the garage with its standard field wiring, then loads the software on the homeowner’s computer, connects the hand-held remote to the computer via an included USB cable, and places the remote in its desktop stand. Using wireless technology, the remote then communicates with the
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controller, allowing users to personalize program settings from their own computers. The remote can also be disconnected for hand-held, manual operation commands to the system while walking the site.
Contractor visits are minimized through a number of innovative features. The contractor’s own hand-held remote provides instant access to the user’s system without needing to enter the garage or requiring the customer to be home. For security, contractors must enter a pin number in order to access a customer’s system, preventing unauthorized program entry.
The system’s handy “Return to Contractor’s Settings” option lets homeowners reactivate the installer’s original program with the click of a mouse – a helpful tool that allows users to correct errors. The controller also retains the most recent programmed setting in the event of computer failure or interruption.
“Users can even get contractor feedback and scheduling advice,” Shepersky said. “All the customer has to do is send an e-mail to the contractor including the user’s watering schedule and problem. Then the installer can open the attachment, diagnose the problem, correct the schedule and send it back to the customer. The end user can then do a system upload with the corrected schedule. In such a case, a site visit would not be required.”
In addition to this e-mail-based help option, the affordable PC Control system features an intuitive programming interface, tutorials accessible on disk, Irritrol help lines, and online FAQs and troubleshooting tips. 
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The system also is easy to expand as a user’s needs grow. Customers can integrate additional 12-station controllers into the system (to a total of 48 zones) as long as the products are within range of the 2-way remote and are programmed with the same pin number. The system, which can also control switching for landscape lighting, is compatible with Irritrol’s Wireless RainSensor Series, which conserves water by shutting off irrigation during or after sufficient rainfall. 
For more information about the Irritrol PC Control system, please visit www.irritrol.com/pccontrol, contact your local Irritrol distributor, or call 800.883.1234.
Headquartered in Riverside, Calif., Irritrol® is a leading brand of professional irrigation products for residential and light commercial applications. Over the years, Irritrol has grown to a full line of solid, dependable, contractor-friendly products including controllers, valves, spray heads and rotors.
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